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TECHNICAL INFORMATION – OUTDOOR VENUE

Thank you for engaging Garth Fagan Dance (GFD). To help ensure that the outdoor performance go as smoothly as possible, here are some guidelines to follow in the preparation for our arrival.

If you do not have all of the equipment listed below, it will have to be rented or borrowed.  If that is absolutely impossible, the company can compromise, BUT this will severely limit the repertory that can be performed.

Performance space is needed the day prior to performance; minimum number of working hours and the number of crew needed for load-in and set-up will be determined by the GFD production staff and the presenter prior to the arrival of the company.

The performance space is required for four working hours the evening before the performance from approximately 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. with lights and sound for GFD rehearsal.  The two-hour period preceding the performance, the dancers shall have use of the stage area for warm-up. The stage shall be available to GFD and not used by any other attraction, event, etc. once the company has begun set-up until after the performance and removal of all company’s equipment.

THE DANCING AREA

The minimum dancing space preferred is 40’ x 32’ and a maximum of 48’ x 40’.  In addition to this area, we prefer an additional 2-foot space for a crossover and a 2-foot space in front to give some distance from the audience.  

As your venue is outdoors, a raised wanger stage is acceptable.  It should be raised high enough so viewers may see the dancers comfortably.  There should be stair units available at the downstage left and right corners and the upstage left and right corners for access to the stage.  

Whenever possible, both sides of the stage will need softgoods (legs) that evenly divide the space into wings going downstage to upstage.  A set of legs are needed at the most downstage edge to help block the view of the dancers from the audience while they are in the wings.  This leg is your first leg and you can divide the space upstage from there.  A curtain will be needed upstage to divide the crossover from the rest of the dancing area; the crossover should be adequately lit for the safety of the dancers.   

For all venues, the entire dancing area must be free of any objects whatsoever.  As the dancers perform in bare feet, it is also necessary that any debris i.e.: nails, staples, splinters, holes, etc. be removed or sufficiently covered to protect the dancers.  This should be done before you lay the marley dance floor.  The dance floor will need to be taped down.  The whole area, dancing area, wings and crossover will need to be swept and mopped prior to our arrival with the necessary equipment nearby for touch ups after we set up.
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LIGHTS AND SOUND

Lights:  A front truss and back truss for lights; 24 lights for the front and 12 for the back for 3 washes. Four booms per side of the stage, which will need to be 10’ high with 4 lights per boom.  It is helpful if the light board is near the soundboard. We require a ETC Express or Expression lightboard.

Sound:  We will require a pair of monitor speakers, one on each side of the stage, placed in wing 2 or 3.  We will need “house” speakers, an amplifier and a mixer board.  We will need a CD player and a minidisc player with ¼” jacks, if available. This all should be in stereo.   We will need a wireless microphone for the stage.
The mixer, amplifier, playback and lightboard can be placed in a way that the stage is still visible and not in the way of the dancers or audience.  If the sound and the light board are permanently placed in a booth, headsets must be available for communication to the stage.

CREW:  Two people should be available for when the company arrives, during the show and to help load out the show.  It would be helpful if one of the persons has knowledge of the facility or knows who and how to contact the person should questions arise.  This person should make him or herself available as well.  

DRESSING ROOMS/WARM-UP AREA

Dressing rooms: We will need 2 large dressing rooms to accommodate our male and female dancers, plus our wardrobe person.  They need to be as close as possible to the performance area, because the dancers will be going back and forth to change costumes between dances.  They must have (or be close to): toilets, sinks, mirrors and outlets to plug in our iron.  We will need an ironing board. We have approximately 15 dancers with multiple costumes to hang, so we will need 2 costume racks as well.

In regard to your outdoor venue, the dressing room situation described above may not be available, but the company must have accommodations comparable to what is described above. The GFD production stage manager would need to be notified immediately as to the “what and where” in regard to the dressing rooms for the performance, so if it is not adequate some adjustments can be made.

Warm- up area:  We will need a space for the dancers to warm up in while I am preparing the stage.  This space should also be close by and it only needs to be 20’ x 20’ space free and clear of obstacles and debris.  Matting over the floor or carpeting is acceptable. 

Please note:  It is Garth Fagan Dance policy that once the company arrives, the spaces designated for our use be restricted to Garth Fagan Dance personnel only.  

Once you have received this letter, contact me as soon as possible (contact information below), so we may go over this list and tailor it to your space and set up a more exact schedule for the company. The GFD office can provide you with numbers to reach me if I am on tour.

William J. Ferguson II  Executive Artistic Liaison
Office: (585) 454-3260  Fax:  (585) 454-6191

Email: bill@garthfagandance.org
