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GARTH FAGAN DANCE HOME SEASON CAPS 45th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  
Garth Fagan and Norwood Pennewell premiere latest works 

at Nazareth College Arts Center November 29 to December 3. 
 

For the finale of its 45-year milestone this fall Garth Fagan Dance (GFD) presents two brand 
new works: “ESTROGEN/GENIUS” by Garth Fagan and “Wecoo Duende” by Norwood 
Pennewell. Revivals of classic GFD works and two shows featuring the youthful joy of the Student 
Ensemble round out programming that exhibits the breadth of the company’s repertory and the 
extraordinary skill of its dancers. 
 
The season, at Nazareth College Arts Center November 29 to December 3, consists of six public 
performances, including two matinees featuring the Student Ensemble, plus two closed lecture 
demonstrations for Rochester City School District students.  
Tickets are $40 to $55. (Performance details and ticket buying options are below) 
 

An evening spent with Garth Fagan Dance is a humanity-affirming event, even though his 
works — mirroring life’s tough blows — rattle the performers’ bodies and test their spirit. 

 -Los Angeles Times  
 
Garth Fagan Dance has had a packed performance schedule thus far this season. They’ve received 
critical and audience acclaim at the BRIC Festival in Brooklyn, NY, The Rochester Fringe Festival, 
in Bermuda aboard the Capital Jazz Cruise, and in LA at The Ebony Repertory Theatre. GFD 
makes its 26th appearance at the famed Joyce Theater in New York City November 7-12.  
 
Led by Principal Dancers and Bessie-Awardees – Norwood Pennewell, Steve Humphrey and 
Natalie Rogers-Cropper – and Vitolio Jeune, Guy Thorne, Wynton Rice and Adriene B. Hodge 
(formerly Adriene Barber), the company is ready to top off 45 years in fine fashion.  
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“…Fagan has recently been sharing choreographic responsibilities with his longtime star 
dancer, the coolly graceful Norwood Pennewell. The works of the disciple are faithful to the 

master’s style but shows signs of fresh life and musical responsiveness.” 
-The New Yorker 

 
Garth Fagan and Norwood (PJ) Pennewell, who have realized so many lead roles for GFD, will 
premiere two thoughtful and timely works that beautifully mesh the intricate virtuosity of Fagan 
Technique with the keen intellect of modern day story telling. The first of the company’s Rochester 
premieres is” ESTROGEN/GENIUS” choreographed by Garth Fagan set to music by Naturally 
7, an all-male a cappella group. “The solos show off the strength and peace and fortitude of 
women,” he says. “Women can multitask in a way we men could never imagine. We do two things 
and we’re whupped!” 

 
“Fagan’s movement is his own invention . . . The way it is danced by this company is 

inexhaustibly interesting. Fagan has a way of challenging his dancers 
 to new heights that is rare these days . . .  

His creative modern is the bridge to the new century.”  
– The World of Dance 
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“Appreciating them for their surface values alone, the dancers present a stream of visual 
surprises; a deeper dive into gestures inspires the audiences to share in Fagan’s ecstasy.”  

–Los Angeles Times 
 
The second premiere will be “WECOO DUENDE” by Norwood Pennewell with music by 
Doudou Ndiaye Rose, Drum Orchestra, and Seckou Keita. The Wecoo are a group imagined by 
Pennewell and portrayed by ten dancers. The community’s spiritual leader, the Wecoo Duende, 
initiates learning and influences the group’s ways. Natalie Rogers-Cropper, hailed most recently for 
her powerful performance in “In Conflict,” is the Wecoo Duende. From the rhythmic beating of the 
drums to the delicate strength of intimate and familial relationships, the work is designed to 
fascinate and surprise. This is the seventh dance Mr. Pennewell has set on Garth Fagan Dance.  
He is the only choreographer, other than Garth Fagan, to set work on the company. 
During the Home Season in 2016, Fagan and Pennewell enthralled audiences with the bold and 
exquisite “IN CONFLICT” (Fagan) and “A MODERATE CEASE” (Pennewell).  Both pieces, which 
made an indelible impression during the company’s Los Angeles run, will be presented again this 
year.  
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“One word of warning about Fagan’s choreography – it’s addictive.  
See one performance and you’ll see the impulse to see more.  

There is no cure, but there are worse afflictions that exquisite good taste.” 
 – Democrat & Chronicle 

 
The Home Season will also feature the following beloved revivals:  PRELUDE: DISCIPLINE IS 
FREEDOM, GEOFFREY HOLDER LIFE FETE…BACCHANAL, NO EVIDENCE OF FAILURE, 
TRANSLATION/TRANSITION (excerpt –One Love), LIFE: DARK/LIGHT –LIGHT (excerpt), 
and TOURING JUBILEE 1924 (PROFESSIONAL) 
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“But "No Evidence of Failure," choreographed by Garth Fagan,  

was a piece I'll never forget seeing. Danced by the 

incomparable Natalie Roger-Cropper and Vitolio Jeune,  

the pair's worldly experience and wisdom was ever apparent.  

With stunning extensions and clean lines, the two complemented each other,  

like tides of the same wave riding into the shore.  

The dance continued like an evolving courtship, with 

repeated penchés expressing a continuous sense of longing.  

It was a privilege to behold.”  – Broadway World 

 

Audiences attending the December 2 and December 3 matinee performances will receive a special 



treat!  They will see a performance by the Garth Fagan Dance School Student Ensemble, with 

original work choreographed by GFD Student Ensemble director William J. Ferguson II.  
The Garth Fagan Dance School is celebrating its 26th anniversary in the 2017/2018 season. 
 
 
 
Regular public performances 

 Wednesday, November 29│7:30-9:30 PM 
  Thursday, November 30│8:00 – 10:00 PM 
 Friday, December 1│8:00 - 10:00  
 Saturday, December 2│ 2:00 – 4:00 PM (GFD Student Ensemble performs on top of Garth 

Fagan Dance program) and 8:00- 10:00 PM 
  Sunday, December 3│2 to 4 PM (GFD Student Ensemble performs on top of Garth Fagan 

Dance program) 
  
Special performances 

 Thursday, November 30│10 AM to 12:00 PM - Garth Fagan Dance will present two closed 
matinee performances for students from the Rochester City School District. These matinees 
are closed to the public but there is limited access to the media.  Both Performances are free 
of charge. 

 Thursday, November 30│7:30 – 9:00 PM  “Garth Fagan Dance Salutes Rochester”  - Special 
discounts will be offered to families of Garth Fagan Dance students, employees of Rochester 
City School District, Non-Profit Organization employees, City of Rochester employees, and 
longtime donors and supporters of Garth Fagan Dance.  
 

Logistics/Tickets 
 All performances are at the Nazareth College Arts Center, 4245 East Avenue, Rochester, 

New York 14618 
 Purchase tickets from Nazareth College Arts Center box office at http://boxoffice.naz.edu, 

585-381-2170 or at the box office in the lower lobby of the Nazareth College Arts Center at 
4245 East Avenue  

 Group tickets for sales of 10 of more (20% discount) can be purchased from Deb Foster at 
Nazareth College – 585-389-2172 

 General tickets are $40-55; $15 Student Tickets may be purchased by presenting valid ID at 
the box office or by calling Deb Foster at 585-389-2172. 

 
About Garth Fagan: 

 
GARTH FAGAN (choreographer) Critics have called Garth Fagan “a true original,” “a genuine 
leader,” and “one of the great reformers of modern dance.” Recipient of the 2017 Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the American Dance Guild and Icon Honors Reward from The Rochester 
Business Journal, Fagan is the founder and artistic director of the award-winning and 
internationally acclaimed Garth Fagan Dance, now celebrating its 45th anniversary season. A Tony 
and Olivier Award winner, Fagan continually renews his own distinctive dance vocabulary, which 
draws on many sources: a sense of weight in modern dance, torso-centered movement and energy 
of Afro-Caribbean, the speed and precision of ballet, and the rule breaking experimentation of the 
post moderns. “Originality has always been Mr. Fagan’s strong suit, not least in his transformation 
of recognizable idioms into a dance language that looks not only fresh but even idiosyncratic,” 
writes Anna Kisselgoff of The New York Times. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garth Fagan received his Lifetime Achievement 

Award from the American Dance Guild, during 

its 2017 60th Anniversary Dance Festival. 
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For his path-breaking choreography for Walt Disney’s The Lion King, Fagan was awarded the 
prestigious 1998 Tony Award for Best Choreography. He also received the 1998 Drama Desk 
Award, 1998 Outer Critics Circle Award, 1998 Astaire Award, 2000 Laurence Olivier Award, 2001 
Ovation Award, and the 2004 Helpmann Award for his work on the Broadway musical, which 
opened in fall 1997 to extraordinary critical praise. Fagan’s 
distinguished work in the theater also includes the first fully 
staged production of the Duke Ellington street opera, 
Queenie Pie, at the Kennedy Center in 1986 and the opening 
production of Joseph Papp’s New York Shakespeare Festival’s 
Shakespeare Marathon: A Midsummer Night’s Dream (1988) 
set in Brazil and directed by A.J. Antoon. 
 
In the world of concert dance Fagan choreographs primarily 
for Garth Fagan Dance. His work, Mudan 175/39, was named 
by The New York Times as the third of the top six dance 
watching moments of 2009. Fagan has also produced 
commissions for a number of leading companies, including 
his first work on pointe, Footprints Dressed in Red, for Dance 
Theatre of Harlem; a solo for Judith Jamison, Scene Seen, for 
the debut of the Jamison Project; Jukebox for Alvin for Alvin 
Ailey American Dance Theater; Never No Lament for the José 
Limon Company; and Ellington Elation, part of a triad of pieces commissioned by New York City 
Ballet in honor of Duke Ellington’s centenary and New York City Ballet’s 50th anniversary. 
 
Fagan began his career when he toured Latin America with Ivy Baxter and her national dance 
company from Jamaica. Baxter and two other famed dance teachers from the Caribbean, Pearl 
Primus and Lavinia Williams, were major influences on Fagan. In New York City, Fagan studied with 
Martha Graham, Jose Limon, Mary Hinkson, and Alvin Ailey, who were all central to his 
development. Fagan was director of Detroit’s All-City Dance Company and principal soloist and 
choreographer for Detroit Contemporary Dance Company and Dance Theatre of Detroit. 
 
In October 2001, Fagan, a native of Jamaica, was presented with the Order of Distinction in the rank 
of Commander: a national honor bestowed upon him by the Jamaican government. In August 1998, 
he received that country’s Special Gold Musgrave Medal for his “Contribution to the World of Dance 
and Dance Theater” and at Prime Minister P.J. Patterson’s Independence Gala, Fagan was presented 
with the Prime Minister’s Award, a plate bearing the signatures of all the prime ministers of 
Jamaica, acknowledging his achievements. 
 
In 2012 Garth Fagan was selected as an “Irreplaceable Dance Treasure” by The Dance Heritage 
Coalition, An irreplaceable dance treasure has made a significant impact on dance as an art form, 
demonstrated artistic excellence, enriched the nation's cultural heritage, demonstrated the 
potential to enhance the lives of future generations and shown itself worthy of national and 
international recognition. In 2011, the Institute of Caribbean Studies, which celebrates excellence in 
literature, science, technology, community service, and corporate leadership, presented Fagan with 
the Marcus Garvey Lifetime Achievement Award. In 2017, Garth Fagan received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the American Dance Guild.  
 
He is a Chancellor’s Award-winning Distinguished University Professor Emeritus of the State 
University of New York, and taught for over three decades at the State University of New York at 
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Brockport. In the fall of 2003, Fagan received the George Eastman Medal from the University of 
Rochester for “outstanding achievement and dedicated service.” He holds honorary doctorates from 
the Juilliard School, the University of Rochester, Nazareth College of Rochester, and Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges. In 2001 he was the recipient of the Golden Plate Award and was inducted 
into the American Academy of Achievement. In 1996 he was named a Fulbright 50th Anniversary 
Distinguished Fellow. Fagan received the 2001 Samuel H. Scripps American Dance Festival Award. 
He is the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship and a prestigious three-year choreography 
fellowship from the National Endowment for the Arts.  In recognition of his contribution to modern 
dance, Fagan has received the Dance Magazine Award for “significant contributions to dance during 
a distinguished career” and a Bessie Award for Sustained Achievement. Other awards include the 
Monarch Award from the National Council for Culture and Art, the Lillian Fairchild Award, and the 
Arts Achievement Award from his alma mater, Wayne State University. 
 
GARTH FAGAN DANCE 
Now in its 47th season, Garth Fagan Dance has been acclaimed as “unfailingly original” by The 
New York Times, which also named the Company’s piece Mudan 175/39 third of the top six dance 
watching moments of 2009. Tony award-winning choreographer Garth Fagan’s dancers 
communicate with unbridled energy the depth, precision, and grace of Fagan’s work. The 
Company’s “fearless” dancers are “able to sustain long adagio balances, to change direction in mid-
air, to vary the dynamic of a turn, to stop on a dime,” wrote David Vaughan in Ballet Review. Fagan’s 

ever-evolving dance language draws on many sources: sense of 
weight in modern dance, torso-centered movement and energy of 
Afro-Caribbean, speed and precision of ballet, and the rule 
breaking experimentation of the post-moderns. The Company has 
been cited for its excellence and originality with a New York 
Governor’s Arts Award and has claimed five winners of “Bessie” 
Awards (New York Performance Awards): Garth Fagan, Steve 
Humphrey, Norwood Pennewell, Natalie Rogers, and Sharon 
Skepple. 
The troupe has performed throughout the US, Europe, Africa, 
Asia, the Near and Middle East, North and South America, New 
Zealand, Australia, and the West Indies. Foreign tours have 
included a 13-city tour of the Netherlands; appearances at 
France’s Maison de la Danse and Chateauvallon Festival; Turkey’s 
Istanbul Festival; the New Zealand International Arts Festival; 
Germany’s Internationales Tanzfest N.R.W.; Switzerland’s Basel 
Tanz; the Israel Festival in Jerusalem; the Vienna Festival-Tanz; 
Harare, Zimbabwe, with the United States Information Agency; 
and the Festival of Two Worlds in Spoleto, Italy. In 1994, the 
company opened the then-newly renovated American Center in 
Paris, France. In 1996, principal dancers were invited by the 

Federation Caledonienne de Danse to perform in La Nuit des Etoiles along with members from the 
New York City Ballet, the Paris Opera Ballet, and the Kirov Ballet. Domestically, the company has 
performed at such venues as Jacob’s Pillow, Spoleto USA, Dance/Aspen, and the first National Black 
Arts Festival. Performances in New York City venues include BAM (The Brooklyn Academy of 
Music), City Center, and frequent seasons at The Joyce Theater. In 1993, Garth Fagan Dance went on 
a national tour with the Wynton Marsalis Septet performing Fagan’s critically acclaimed evening-
length work Griot New York. The company was seen nationally on “The Tonight Show with Jay 
Leno” in that same piece; Griot New York aired worldwide on the PBS “Great Performances—Dance 
in America” series in the spring of 1995, marking the company’s third appearance on that series. 



Principal dancers Norwood Pennewell and Natalie Rogers participated in The 66th Annual 
Academy Awards broadcast, joined by principal dancers from seven other major international 
dance companies. In 2004, the company performed at the historic opening of the National 
Underground Railroad Freedom Center in Cincinnati, OH, and participated in the grand opening 
celebration of Frederick P. Rose Hall at Jazz at Lincoln Center; it returned in fall 2005 for its 35th 
anniversary season in New York City. In 2012, the company returned to BAM for the world 
premiere of Lighthouse/ Lightning Rod with original music composed and arranged by Wynton 
Marsalis and scenic design by Alison Saar. 
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Senior company members 
NORWOOD PENNEWELL (Rehearsal director/Assistant to Mr. Fagan), who joined Garth Fagan 
Dance in 1978, is the quintessential Garth Fagan dancer and Fagan’s assistant and muse. Pennewell 
is a recipient of a 1988 Bessie Award and has had several major works created for him, including 
Passion Distanced, Time After Before Place, and Moth Dreams, among others. Pennewell’s dancing 
has been seen on Great Performances, The Tonight Show, and Duke Ellington’s Queenie Pie. In 
1994, he was invited to perform in the 66th Annual Academy Awards broadcast. Pennewell teaches 
both company and master classes for Garth Fagan Dance. He assisted Fagan during his work on 
Broadway’s The Lion King and the NYC Ballet 50th anniversary Ellington project. Pennewell had his 
first choreographed premiere in 2010 with Hylozoic and presented Liminal Flux in 2011. Pennewell 
has choreographed five works for Garth Fagan Dance, 2010 “Hylozoic”, 2011 “Liminal Flux”, 2013 
“Gin”, 2014 “After Hours” and this year, he has choreographed “So You See” to critical acclaim.  
 
STEVE HUMPHREY (Dancer) is an original member of Garth Fagan Dance. Over the past 41 years, 
Fagan, Humphrey’s only teacher, has created major roles for him, including Oatka Trail, which won 
Humphrey one of the first Bessie Awards in 1984. A native of Ann Arbor, he has been featured on 
Great Performances and in Duke Ellington’s Queenie Pie at the Kennedy Center. 
 
NATALIE ROGERS-CROPPER (School Director/Asst. Rehearsal Director) joined Garth Fagan 
Dance in 1989 and became a principal dancer until 2004. After a seven-year absence, Rogers is back 
on stage. In 1992 she received a prestigious Bessie Award and in 1993 received the President’s 
Award from her country of birth, Trinidad and Tobago. Rogers was voted one of the top three 
female modern dancers in the world by readers of Dance Magazine in the 2004 “Reader’s Choice” 
awards. She danced at the 66th Annual Academy Awards and was featured in the Great 
Performances production of Garth Fagan’s Griot New York. Rogers was one of Fagan’s assistants for 
his Tony Award-winning choreography for The Lion King on Broadway, as well as assisting him in 
constructing Ellington Elation for New York City Ballet and Jukebox for Alvin for Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater. Rogers has taught the Fagan technique worldwide for 24 years and is 



director of the Garth Fagan Dance School and the annual Garth Fagan Dance Summer Movement 
Institute. She has lectured on dance and Garth Fagan Dance for the past 23 years at various schools, 
colleges, and theaters all over the country, and has set works by Garth Fagan at various institutions. 
Rogers received her BFA from the Juilliard School in 1984.  
 
VITOLIO JEUNE (Dancer) began his dance training at age 17 in his native Haiti at Artcho Danse 
under the guidance of Jeanguy Saintus. He was a principal dancer with the Ayikodans Dance 
Company, touring nationally and internationally for five years, as well as a guest artist with La 
Companie Trilogie. Jeune is a graduate of the New World School of the Arts and recently finished as 
a top 14 contestant in season five of FOX’s So You Think You Can Dance. He joined the company in 
August 2009 
 
GUY THORNE (Dancer) emigrated from Jamaica as a young man, beginning his career in the US as 
a scholarship student at the Dance Theater of Harlem & later joining Garth Fagan Dance (2002-
2009). As Artistic Director of Rochester-based FuturPointe Dance (2009-2015), Guy received a 
Jubilation Foundation Fellow and the 2014 Lillian Fairchild Memorial Award. Guy has been active in 
the Rochester community, most significantly his work with the Rochester City School District, the 
University of Rochester and Nazareth College. Thorne has collaborated with several noted artists 
such as McArthur Genius Award recipient Carrie Mae Weems while at SUNY Potsdam in the 
capacity of visiting Professor. He has engaged audiences with multi-media dance theater 
productions & has toured nationally & internationally as a dancer/choreographer, Artist in 
Residence, teacher of Dance technique & projection design. Guy is a 20 year veteran & holds fine 
arts degrees in Dance & Theater Production. 
 
 
ADRIENE B HODGE (Dancer) began her formal dance training at Duke Ellington School of the Arts, 
in Washington, DC and is an Ailey/Fordham BFA graduate. Adriene was a member of Deeply Rooted 
Dance Theater and Wylliams/Henry Contemporary Dance Company and has performed works by 
Sean Curran, Earl Mosely, Helen Pickett, Jennifer Muller, David Parsons, Kevin Iega Jeff, Gary Abbott, 
Martha Graham, Lester Horton and Alvin Ailey. Adriene is excited to be a part of Garth Fagan Dance 
and thanks her husband, family and friends for their love and support as she continues to journey 
and grow in her artistry. Adriene joined Garth Fagan Dance in 2014 
 
WYNTON RICE (Dancer) a native Rochesterian is a graduate of School of the Arts in Rochester, NY. 
He recently graduated from Ursinus College with a BA in dance and exercise sports science and 
joined the company in July 2009. He is extremely thankful to Mr. Fagan, Norwood Pennewell, and 
Natalie Rogers-Cropper for their support and guidance. He thanks his parents for pushing him in 
the right direction. 

 
“He trains his dancers, to hold seemingly impossible poses, jump and jive with the same ease.” 

- Eye on Dance 
 


