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RESIDENCY ACTIVITY GUIDELINES
The company offers lecture-demonstrations, master classes and video talks, in addition to performances.  These general guidelines regarding these activities are to be considered a part of our contract.  The intent of these guidelines is twofold: to ensure conditions that allow the company to perform these activities at an optimum level and to prevent injury to the dancers.  If you have any questions or concerns whatsoever regarding these guidelines, please contact:

William J. Ferguson II  Executive Artistic Liaison

TEL (585) 454-3260 / FAX (585) 454-6191

bill@garthfagandance.org

GENERAL GUIDELINES
1. No more than two residency activities may be scheduled on any one day.
2. Residency activities may not be scheduled on days of performance or travel.
3. No activity may be scheduled before 9am or after 5 pm.

4. The company can offer:


one lecture demonstration and one master class




-or-


two master classes




-or-


one lecture demonstration and one video talk




-or-


two video talks




-or-


one master class and one video talk

5. If residency activities are scheduled at facilities other than your own, please provide the Fagan office with the names and phone numbers of those in charge of residency activities at those facilities at least a month in advance of the engagement.
6. Please provide the Fagan office well in advance with the ages of viewers and/or participants and, in the case of a master class, their level of ability (beginner, intermediate, advanced).

7. Supervision by a representative of your facility is required at all times.

SEE SUBSEQUENT PAGES FOR SPECIFIC GUIDELINES ON EACH TYPE OF ACTIVITY.

page 1 of 5
Lecture Demonstration Guidelines

Scheduling and warm-up:
-At the beginning of a residency day, the dancers need at least one half hour at the activity facility for warm-up prior to a lecture demonstration.

-It is preferable to have residency activities on a given day in the same facility.  If they are in the same facility, please try to schedule them no more than 15 minutes apart.  This way, the dancers do not have to go through their warm-up process again.  If you absolutely cannot schedule the activities 15 minutes apart, then you must allow a half hour for warm-up, prior to the next activity.  If the second activity is in a different location than the first, then you must allow time for the dancers to reach the location, in addition to the half hour warm-up once they reach that location.

Length:  -Lecture demonstrations generally last 50 minutes to one hour.

Personnel:
· Generally the entire company will perform at lecture demonstrations.

Facility:
-The facility must be ready when the company arrives, otherwise the activity will be delayed.
-The activity facility must be a clean, safe environment.  The dance floor must be free of any debris as the dancers perform in bare feet.

-Separate dressing rooms for male and female dancers with sinks and toilets convenient to the activity area must be provided.

-The dancers will dance on wood sprung floors only, never on carpeting, concrete, or linoleum.  It is preferable to have a marley dance floor covering the stage surface but it is not absolutely necessary.

-Auditoriums or theatres with wing space and a crossover generally are best for lecture demonstrations.  The preferred performing area size for a lec-dem is 30 ft. wide by 25 ft. deep.

-The temperature of the activity facility must be at least 68 degrees Fahrenheit.

-The activity facility must be adequate to accommodate audience as well as dancers and allow all audience members to see the dancers.
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Lighting and sound:

-Whenever possible, the company prefers to offer lecture demonstrations with theatrical lighting and sound.

-A cassette and CD player, speakers, and microphone, which may be hooked into a sound system, must be provided and set up in advance of the company's arrival.  A piano accompanist is not necessary.

Miscellaneous:
-Please provide the Fagan office well in advance with the ages of viewers and, if possible, previous experience with dance.  We can take requests for specific programs, but, because of the pressures of touring, cannot promise that these requests will be fulfilled.

-Lecture demonstrations are not to be billed as performances.

Master Class Guidelines

Scheduling and warm-up:
-At the beginning of a residency day, the dancers need at least one half hour at the activity facility for warm-up prior to a master class.

-It is preferable to have residency activities on a given day in the same facility.  If they are in the same facility, please try to schedule them no more than 15 minutes apart.  This way, the dancers do not have to go through their warm-up process again.  If you absolutely cannot schedule the activities 15 minutes apart, then you must allow a half hour for warm-up, prior to the next activity.  If the second activity is in a different location than the first, then you must allow time for the dancers to reach the location, in addition to the half hour warm-up once they reach that location.

Length:
-Master classes generally last 1 and 1/2 hours.

Participants:
-Master classes are limited to 30 participants to allow each participant to benefit to the fullest.  We have found that larger classes are frustrating for both the teachers and the participants.

-Participants of master classes should be dressed in clothes that allow easy movement.

-Please provide the Fagan office well in advance the level of participants (beginner, intermediate, advanced).
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Personnel:
-Generally one dancer teaches the master class while several dancers will assist or demonstrate.  However, at his discretion, Mr. Fagan will often have most company members participate.

Facility:
-THE FACILITY MUST BE READY WHEN THE COMPANY ARRIVES, OTHERWISE THE ACTIVITY WILL BE DELAYED

-The dancers will dance on wood sprung floors only, never on carpeting, concrete, or linoleum.  Dance studios or gymnasiums generally are best for master classes.

-The activity facility must be a clean, safe environment.  The dance floor must be free of any debris as the dancers dance in bare feet.

-The temperature of the activity facility must be at least 68 degrees Fahrenheit.

-The activity facility must be adequate in size to accommodate a group of moving participants and be as free from distractions as possible.  No audience members are permitted.

-Separate dressing rooms for male and female dancers with sinks and toilets convenient to the activity area must be provided.

Sound:
A CD player and audio with MP3 hookup with adequate length of cord, a convenient electrical outlet and speakers must be provided.  A piano accompanist is not necessary.

Video Talk Guidelines

-Video talks generally include several company members and are approximately 45 minutes in duration, with approximately 15 minutes at the end of the video showing for questions and discussion.

-A VCR and television must be provided and set up in advance of the company's arrival.

-A microphone may be required depending upon the size of the activity facility and the number of audience members.
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GARTH FAGAN DANCE
Description of Lecture Demonstrations
The lecture demonstration by Garth Fagan Dance is designed to introduce audiences to Fagan's style of movement and the technique on which it is based.  This is accomplished through a combination of speaking to the audience and presenting excerpts from Fagan's works.  Specific content is selected according to the age and past experience of the audience.  Generally a lecture demonstration is 50 minutes to one hour in duration.

"Fagan technique" has evolved over the years as Garth Fagan molded his company, originally, from a group of students unschooled in dance.  Some would consider the lack of experience a handicap.  Fagan viewed it as an asset.  He was starting with a clean slate.  The original members of the company had a talent for movement - most were athletes or good social dancers - but no ingrained mannerisms or remnants of bad training.  Today, Fagan dancers are considered at the top of their profession.

Drawing on many sources, Fagan forged his own dance language.  He liked the sense of weight in modern dance, the torso-centered movement and energy of Afro-Caribbean, the speed and precision of ballet, and the rule-breaking experimentation of the post-moderns.  Simultaneously, he developed his own movement style, his own technique, and a company to embody them.

Garth Fagan has been called "a true original," and "one of the great reformers of American dance." Fagan’s achievements - the creation of the internationally acclaimed Garth Fagan Dance, the company that fulfills his vision, and work as a guest choreographer, most recently and notably for Walt Disney’s The Lion King – have been recognized by a host of awards and honors. Mr. Fagan was born in Kingston, Jamaica, and for more than 33 years has toured the world with Garth Fagan Dance. On television the company has appeared on “Great Performances,” “The Tonight Show” and the Academy Awards.  Mr. Fagan forged his own dance language and technique, drawing from modern dance, Afro-Caribbean and ballet, and has choreographed for Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, Dance Theatre of Harlem, the Jose Limon Company, the New York City Ballet’s 50th Anniversary, and others.  In addition, he choreographed Joseph Papp’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream and the Duke Ellington street opera, Queenie Pie at the Kennedy Center.  Fagan is Distinguished Professor Emeritus for the State University of New York and has received numerous awards and fellowships, including the 2001 Samuel H. Scripps American Dance Festival Award, a Bessie Award, a Guggenheim Fellowship and a Fulbright 50th Anniversary Distinguished Fellow.  He has also been inducted into the American Academy of Achievement.
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GARTH FAGAN DANCE

Description of Master Classes
Master classes by Garth Fagan Dance are designed to introduce participants to Fagan's style of movement and the technique on which it is based.  Specific content is determined according to the age and ability of the participants.  Generally a master class is 1 and 1/2 hours in duration.

"Fagan technique" has evolved over the years as Garth Fagan molded his company from a group of students unschooled in dance.  Drawing on many sources, Fagan forged his own dance language.  He liked the sense of weight in modern dance, the torso-centered movement and energy of Afro-Caribbean, the speed and precision of ballet, and the rule-breaking experimentation of the post-moderns.  Simultaneously, he developed his own movement style, his own technique, and a company to embody them.

A master class in "Fagan technique" is offered in three, one-half hour segments.  The first segment is warm-up on the floor where the basics of Fagan technique are introduced.  The second segment is done standing: leg, ankle, and footwork as well as total body coordination is developed.  The final and third segment is moving across the floor, which incorporates and further develops the movements introduced during the first two segments.

GARTH FAGAN DANCE

Description of Video Talk
The video talk by Garth Fagan Dance is designed to introduce viewers to Fagan's style of movement technique and philosophy and provide an opportunity for participants to talk with members of the company.  The company will provide a [omit: 1/2 hour documentary] VHS tape which includes excerpts of the company in performance.  The tape may also contain excerpts of an interview with Fagan in which he discusses his choreography and his vision.

After the tape is shown, the dancers welcome a brief, 15-minute question and answer session.
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